Mass Times
Sunday Mass: 1000
Weekday Mass: 1205 Tue — Fri

Stewardship Report:
Attendance: 139 Offering: $656.15

Lector Schedule:
24 June - Jim Richard
1 July — Jeff Mason

Usher Schedule:
24 June — Ernan Obellos, Tammy Smith
1 July — Chuck Gibfried, Mario Marques

Eucharistic Ministers Schedule:
24 June — Mary Haltiner, David Kruse, Mary O’Niel
1 July — Marie Perez, Tammy Smith, Jim Richard

Altar Server Schedule:
24 June — Dallan Haynes, Kris Obellos, Michael Ohalloran
1 July — Ellen Kruse, Sarah Kruse, Ana Smith

Parish Council 2006 - 2007
President Jeremy Livingston
Altar Servers Tammy Smith
Religious Education ~ Lori Downing
Donations Ministry Monica Haynes

Lectors Kip Averett
Eucharistic Ministers  David Kruse
Council Secretary Denise Kruse
Music Leader Barbara Okiishi
Ushers Ivo Prikasky

Web Site: http://www.nps.edu/Adminsrv/QLinks/ReligProg.html
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Daily Mass: Mass will be celebrated this week on Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday at 1205.

“John is born to be the front-runner, the advance-publicity man for the
coming on stage of Jesus. We are the co-runners who have been radiated by
His Light and extend that Light to the ends of our neighborhoods, the end of
our abilities, and to the end of our time. Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph and
Mary were all mighty little in their times, but all were born with their little-
to-do mighty things in their time, for all time. We are “servants” whom the
Lord has known before we were born and in our life’s time we give birth to
Him according to our individual personalities and history. John was born to
make known the coming of Jesus. We are born for the remembering of His
life, death, and Resurrection. We are born to announce that He lives and
gives new birth and life to all the nations.”

Larry Glick, S.J.

Vacation Bible School: This year, NPS will not be holding our own Vacation
Bible School. Instead, those interested in attending are welcomed at OMC
Vacation Bible School to be held 16-20 July from 0900-1230. The theme this
year is “Galilee by-the-Sea”. For more information, please call 242-7627/7625
or see the insert in today’s bulletin.

Any Suggestions?: We have placed a suggestion box on the table at the
entrance to the chapel for you to make any suggestions as to what and/or how
we do things here at STA. Please feel free to put in your anonymous
suggestions as you see fit.

Congratulations: Congratulations and welcome to Bryan Constantine
Ciolponea, son of Adrian and Rovena Ciolponea and Xavier Ryan
Fernandez, son of Ernest and Felicia Hernandez. Both children were recently
baptized here in our chapel. May they always be one with the Lord as they
grow and mature in the faith.

We also want to congratulate Todd and Christina Anderson and
Scott and Nesly Stahl on their weddings yesterday. Todd and Scott both are
students at NPS and Nesly works here.

Can you believe this? We are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be our social
activities coordinator(s). After all these weeks of asking, no one has stepped
forward to take over this all important position in our parish community. Won’t
someone please volunteer?

He swears at the Last Supper that he will never deny Jesus, and then swears to a
servant maid that he has never known the man. He loyally resists the first
attempt to arrest Jesus by cutting off Malchus's ear, but in the end he runs away
with the others. In the depth of his sorrow, Jesus looks on him and forgives
him, and he goes out and sheds bitter tears.

Paul: If Billy Graham suddenly began preaching that the United States should
adopt Marxism and not rely on the Constitution, the angry reaction would help
us understand Paul's life when he started preaching that Christ alone can save
us. He had been the most Pharisaic of Pharisees, the most legalistic of Mosaic
lawyers. Now he suddenly appears to other Jews as a heretical welcomer of
Gentiles, a traitor and apostate.

Paul's central conviction was simple and absolute: Only God can save
humanity. No human effort—even the most scrupulous observance of law—can
create a human good which we can bring to God as reparation for sin and
payment for grace. To be saved from itself, from sin, from the devil and from
death, humanity must open itself completely to the saving power of Jesus.

Paul never lost his love for his Jewish family, though he carried on a lifelong
debate with them about the uselessness of the Law without Christ. He reminded
the Gentiles that they were grafted on the parent stock of the Jews, who were
still God's chosen people, the children of the promise.

In light of his preaching and teaching skills, Paul's name has surfaced
(among others) as a possible patron of the Internet.

Saturday, June 30 ~ First Martyrs of the Church of Rome -There were
Christians in Rome within a dozen or so years after the
death of Jesus.

There was a large Jewish population in Rome.
Probably as a result of controversy between Jews and
Jewish Christians, the Emperor Claudius expelled all
Jews from Rome in 49-50 A.D. Suetonius the historian
says that the expulsion was due to disturbances in the city
“caused by the certain Chrestus” [Christ]. Perhaps many
came back after Claudius’s death in 54 A.D. Paul’s letter was addressed to a
Church with members from Jewish and Gentile backgrounds.

In July of 64 A.D., more than half of Rome was destroyed by fire.
Rumor blamed the tragedy on Nero, who wanted to enlarge his palace. He
shifted the blame by accusing the Christians. According to the historian
Tacitus, a “great multitude” of Christians was put to death because of their
“hatred of the human race.” Peter and Paul were probably among the victims.
Threatened by an army revolt and condemned to death by the senate, Nero
committed suicide in 68 A.D. at the age of 31.
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Celebrations this Week:

Wednesday, 27 June ~ St. Cyril of Alexandria (d.
444) — Saints are not born with halos around their
heads. Cyril, recognized as a great teacher of the
Church, began his career as archbishop of
Alexandria, Egypt, with impulsive, often violent,
actions. He pillaged and closed the churches of the
Novatian heretics, participated in the deposing of St.
John Chrysostom and confiscated Jewish property,
expelling the Jews from Alexandria in retaliation for
their attacks on Christians.

Cyril’s importance for theology and Church history lies in his
championing the cause of orthodoxy against the heresy of Nestorius.

The controversy centered around the two natures in Christ. Nestorius would not
agree to the title “God-bearer” for Mary. He preferred “Christ-bearer,” saying
there are two distinct persons in Christ (divine and human) joined only by a
moral union. He said Mary was not the mother of God but only of the man
Christ, whose humanity was only a temple of God. Nestorianism implied that
the humanity of Christ was a mere disguise.

Presiding as the pope’s representative at the Council of Ephesus (431),
Cyril condemned Nestorianism and proclaimed Mary truly the “God-bearer”
(the mother of the one Person who is truly God and truly human). In the
confusion that followed, Cyril was deposed and imprisoned for three months,
after which he was welcomed back to Alexandria as a second Athanasius (the
champion against Arianism).

Besides needing to soften some of his opposition to those who had
sided with Nestorius, Cyril had difficulties with some of his own allies, who
thought he had gone too far, sacrificing not only language but orthodoxy. Until
his death, his policy of moderation kept his extreme partisans under control. On
his deathbed, despite pressure, he refused to condemn the teacher of Nestorius.

Thursday, 28 June ~ St. Irenaeus (d.202) —The Church is fortunate that
Irenaeus was involved in many of its controversies in the
second century. He was a student, well trained, no doubt,
with great patience in investigating, tremendously protective
of apostolic teaching, but prompted more by a desire to win
over his opponents than to prove them in error.

As bishop of Lyons he was especially concerned
with the Gnostics, who took their name from the Greek word
for “knowledge.” Claiming access to secret knowledge
imparted by Jesus to only a few disciples, their teaching was
attracting and confusing many Christians. After thoroughly

investigating the various Gnostic sects and their “secret,” Irenaeus showed to
what logical conclusions their tenets led. These he contrasted with the teaching
of the apostles and the text of Holy Scripture, giving us, in five books, a system
of theology of great importance to subsequent times. Moreover, his work,
widely used and translated into Latin and Armenian, gradually ended the
influence of the Gnostics.

The circumstances and details about his death, like those of his birth
and early life in Asia Minor, are not at all clear.

Friday, June 29 ~ Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles — Peter:
St. Mark ends the first half of his Gospel with a triumphant
climax. He has recorded doubt, misunderstanding and the
opposition of many to Jesus. Now Peter makes his great
confession of faith: "You are the Messiah™ (Mark 8:29b).

It was one of the many glorious moments in Peter's life,
beginning with the day he was called from his nets along
the Sea of Galilee to become a fisher of men for Jesus.

The New Testament clearly shows Peter as the leader of
the apostles, chosen by Jesus to have a special relationship with him. With
James and John he was privileged to witness the Transfiguration, the raising of
a dead child to life and the agony in Gethsemane. His mother-in-law was cured
by Jesus. He was sent with John to prepare for the last Passover before Jesus'
death. His name is first on every list of apostles.

And to Peter only did Jesus say, "Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly
Father. And so | say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build my
church, and the gates of the nether world shall not prevail against it. | will give
you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven"
(Matthew 16:17b-19).

But the Gospels prove their own veracity by the unflattering details
they include about Peter. He clearly had no public relations person. It is a great
comfort for ordinary mortals to know that Peter also has his human weakness,
even in the presence of Jesus.

He generously gave up all things, yet he can ask in childish self-
regard, "What are we going to get for all this?" (see Matthew 19:27). He
receives the full force of Christ's anger when he objects to the idea of a
suffering Messiah: "Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do" (Matthew 16:23b).

Peter is willing to accept Jesus' doctrine of forgiveness, but suggests a
limit of seven times. He walks on the water in faith, but sinks in doubt. He
refuses to let Jesus wash his feet, then wants his whole body cleansed.
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